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and Pantaloon, but the hour came when even
that degrading service was denied it, for the
Clown and Pantaloon were themselves thrown
into the discard. But, just when extinction threat-
ened the poor dummy, a miracle happened, and
the humble was exalted. From the days of ancient
Greece down to the close of the Victorian era,
the old, unconsidcred property had been no more
than a trivial auxiliary in dramatic action* but it
was now to prove germinal, a source of dramatic
inspiration, High imagination brought to it the
Promethean spark. In 1910 Percy Mackaye, the
American dramatist, wrote a play of fantasy and
sad romance called The Smncrw, in which the
inanimate figure of the furrows was endowed
with life by witchcraft and took its place as the
leading dramatic character* It had considerable
success then in the United States, Nor was that
the end of the story* In 1933, a play springing
from the same root idea was produced with due
matks of acceptance at the Gate Theatre, Dublin,
It was the work of Mr Denis Johnson, and was
called A Bride for /k Unicorn* and in it a shop
dummy came to life*